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291 Cosbhurn Avenue, Toronto, ON M4J 2M4
Tel: 416-421-5225 - press 0 (office); press 3 (St. Vincent's De Paul) Fax: 416-421-4656

Email: holycrossto@archtoronto.org

Website: holycrossto.archtoronto.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday
9:00 am to 5:00pm

Fr. Efren Alvarez-Pelayo, Pastor
Maria Agovino, LPA Holy Cross Parish & Canadian Martyrs Parish
Joan Bolanos, Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Enrique De Leon - Custodian

Weekend Masses:
Saturday ~ 9:00 am
Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Morning Prayer:
Wednesday & Friday 8:30 am

Weekday Masses:
Wednesday & Friday 9:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday 9:30 am to 10:00 am
First Friday 6:15 pm to 6:45 pm
For any other day by appointment only
First Fridays: except July and August
Holy Hour: 6:00 pm

Mass 7:00 pm

Baptism:

By appointment and after an interview with the parents.

Marriage:
Couples planning to be married should contact the
pastor one year in advance.

Care of the Sick:

Please call the parish to request visitation of the sick
or elderly for prayers, Holy Communion, Sacrament
of the Sick.

New Parishioners:
Registration Form is available in the vestibule of the
Church, in the parish office or on the website.

Holy Cross School Phone: 416-393-5242
299A Donlands Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M4J 3R7
Principal:
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Mass Intentions

Wednesday, Nov 4

9:00am Mass

% All deceased members of the
Macarayan Family

1st Friday, November 6
6:00pm Holy Hour
7:00pm Mass

¢ Exudio Macarayan

Saturday, November 7
9:00am Mass
% Cecille Boyer

Sunday, November 8

9:00am Mass

¢ 2nd Birthday Thanksgiving -
Rian Doumouras

¢ Birthday Thanksgiving - Fr.
Godofredo Claudio

11:00am Mass

¢ Rosario Tan

Sanctuary Lamp
NOVEMBER 310 10
(+) Andrea Dubois-Shaw
(+) Lorna Isaac

All Souls

November is dedicated by the
Church to prayer for All Souls in
Purgatory. Beginning this
weekend, the Book of Life will be
placed in the near the sanctuary.
During this month, the faithful are
invited to remember and pray for
their departed loved ones. All Souls
Envelopes will be available near
the Book of Life before and after all
Masses throughout November. You
may write the names of your
deceased loved ones on these
envelopes. They will be included in
our parish’s general prayers for All
Souls in Purgatory. Completed
envelopes may be placed in the box
provided near the Book of Life.

ALL SAINTS

“THE SHAPE OF HOLINESS”

Revelation 7:2—4, 9—14 ¢ Psalm 24 e 1 John 3:1-3 e Matthew 5:1-12a

; P When we think of saints, we often imagine
extraordinary people whose holiness
® seems beyond our reach. Yet today's
Gospel tells a different story. Jesus calls
blessed the merciful, the peacemakers, the
gentle, those who hunger for justice, and
those who carry sorrow with faith.
Holiness, it seems, is not reserved for a spiritual elite. It begins in the
ordinary circumstances of life. In the Book of Revelation, John sees an
immense multitude from every nation, people, and language standing
before God. What a beautiful image of the Church! Different faces,
different histories, different journeys — yet all belonging to one family.
Over these past weeks, Holy Cross has reminded me of that vision. Our
celebrations, our ministries, and the generous tables we have shared
reveal a community rich in gifts and traditions. But the Gospel invites us
to go further. A welcoming parish is not simply one that opens its doors;
itis one where everyone discovers that they truly belong. The saints were
not perfect people who never struggled. They were people who allowed
God's grace to transform their struggles into compassion, their
weaknesses into trust, and their faith into love. Perhaps there are saints
among us already: someone quietly caring for a sick spouse, a volunteer
serving without recognition, a parishioner choosing forgiveness when
resentment would be easier. Today, let us remember that holiness is not
about becoming extraordinary in the eyes of the world. It is about
allowing God's love to become visible through our ordinary lives. And
that is a calling open to every one of us.

CONSIDERING A JOINT SIMBANG GABI CELEBRATION
Many parishioners from both Holy Cross and Canadian
Martyrs have expressed a desire to celebrate Simbang Gabi in
their parish. To make this cherished tradition possible while
recognizing the many demands of the Advent season, Father
is exploring the possibility of a joint Simbang Gabi celebration
shared by both parish communities. Rather than duplicating
efforts, this approach would allow us to share both the joy
and the responsibility of preparing and hosting this Cultural
Advent tradition. Ministry leaders and parishioners
interested in participating in a planning meeting are asked to contact the
Holy Cross Parish Office. Parishioners from Canadian Martyrs will also be
invited to take part. Joan, our secretary, will coordinate the scheduling of
the meeting, which will be held at Holy Cross Parish.

SHEPHERDS’ TRUST COLLECTION

A second collection will be taken on November 15 in support
of The Shepherds’ Trust. This fund helps provide financial
assistance, healthcare, and dignified retirement support for
elderly and disabled priests after many years of faithful
ministry. Your generosity helps ensure that retired priests can maintain
an active and independent lifestyle and receive the care they need. Thank
you for supporting this important ministry.
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NOVEMBER 1, 2026

ALL SouLs DAY MASSES
This year, on November 2, the
Conmemoration of The Faitfhul ‘n’

Departed, we will have TWO MASSES,

one at Canadian Martyrs at 9am, and »migg:\
one at Holy Cross at 7pm. The collection of “All Souls”
offerings will be taken and they will be the collective
intention of this day when we remember All those who
have gone before us.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL INVITATION
Our parish is seeking two additional
members to join the Parish Finance
Council. Former members are also warmly
=4 encouraged to return, as continuity is a great
benefit to the parish. The PFC assists the pastor in
overseeing parish finances, budgeting, and
stewardship. Members are appointed by the pastor
through nominations or self-applications. If you feel
called to serve, please email Fr. Efren at
ealvarezpelayo@archtoronto.org. An interview will
follow to help determine suitability for this role.

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES MASSES
The Catholic Cemeteries & Funeral Services invite
families to the All-Souls’ Day Mass on Saturday,
November 7, 2026, at 2 p.m. Masses will be celebrated
at Catholic cemeteries throughout the Archdiocese of
Toronto.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM
Our Confirmation preparation program for
students in Grade 7 and above, including
@ those in high school, will begin in the new
year. Families interested in participating are

invited to call the parish office and leave their
contact information.

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH
With the Advent and Christmas seasons
approaching, the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul (SSVP) is here to support individuals
and families in need. If you or someone you
know could use assistance this Christmas, please call
416-421-5225, ext. 3 and leave a message with your
name and phone number. A volunteer will be in touch
with you. Registration deadline: November 22, 2026.

FIRST FRIDAY — NOVEMBER 6
The 9:00 a.m. Mass will be celebrated at
% Canadian Martyrs Church, followed by the
$ customary First Friday devotions. At Holy Cross
A Church, Holy Hour and Confessions will begin
at 6:00 p.m. followed by Mass at 7:00 p.m.
Confessions will be available at both churches.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA, formerly RCIA) will begin in «pr;
December. To register by November 16, #i&

please contact Maria Agovino, at
magovino@archtoronto.org.
ALTAR SERVER CEREMONY

. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to
%™ our three nominees, Ja Seng Lanem, Seng Dan
Lanem, and Rosa Suting, who will be

@ recognized at the Altar Server Ceremony on
November 7. We thank them for their faithful service
and dedication to our parish community. May God
continue to bless and guide them in their faith and
ministry.

FRIARS STUDENT WRITING CONTEST 2027
Catholic high school students (ages 13-19) are invited
to enter the Friars Student Writing Contest 2027.
Essays based on Luke 12:32 are due January 11, 2027.
For details and submission information, visit
www.catholicregister.org/writingaward.

RED WEDNESDAY — NOVEMBER 18

Join Catholics around the world in observing Red
Wednesday, a day of prayer and solidarity with
persecuted Christians. Bishop Vincent Nguyen will
celebrate Mass at 5:30 p.m. at St. Michael's Cathedral
Basilica, which will be illuminated in red for the
occasion. All are encouraged to attend, wear red, and
keep persecuted Christians in their prayers.

PILGRIMAGE TO OUR LADY OF
GUADALUPE 2027

A Journey of Grace for Every Heart

February 22 -27,2027

Under the spiritual guidance of
Fr. Efren Alvarez-Pelayo, Pastor of
Holy Cross & Canadian Martyrs
Price: CA $3,650 per person (double
occupancy)

Includes: Round-trip airfare + taxes e
Deluxe coach ¢ 7 nights’ accommodation with
breakfast, lunch & dinner
All city taxes & entrance fees ¢ Dedicated tour
escort & English-speaking guides ¢ Daily Mass
For information and registration: Call

R, 877-701-7729 ext. 342
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422
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W @"7 %W www.pharmachoice.com| 405 Donlands Ave. 623 Danforth Ave. Personal
Central Toronto's most 416-421-2400 416-466-5371 and
spacious funeral home. )
Family owned and operated. R ITZ Small Business
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emon.  |RESTAURANT| Remember... Year Round Service
416 423-1000 |CanadionfFilipino Dishes| | ot our advertisers know 1714 Danforth Ave
50 Overlea Blvd. g':‘z'rgg;elg%i"fcgg you saw their ad here. X '
416-421-4696 416-406-9990
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Dental Centre
You have 32 teeth.
32 good reasons to stay in touch.
643 Danforth Ave.
416-466-8003 « www.dndc.ca

N SS

AUTO SERVICE

24/7 Complete Auto Care

Repairs * Maintenance
Diagnostics & More

921A Pape Ave 416-466-8782
WWW.ssrauto.ca

Call Today For Honest, Expert Service!

The Best Vietnamese
& Thai Cuisine

Specials for
Party Tray Orders!

ha
ALy

Open Monday - Sunday
11:00am - 10:00pm

hallenge
W

Vietnamese s Thai Cuisine 1025 Pape Avenue

Restaurant 44.797.3682

www.torontophochallenge.ca

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES

1 oy O
“ F ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home

905-889-7467
In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BusINEss!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

NEW STYLIST

MERY

WALK-INS ARE WELCOME

15% OFF

FIRST APPOINTMENT

CUT - COLOUR - HAIRSTYLES
WAXING - THREADING

@merybeauty
() 647-863-3132

480 Cosburn Ave. East York

Ir's
WISE .

ADVERTISE!

f

ZAITOUNI

THE PREMIUM CARE YOU DESERVE
976 Pape Ave 647-340-3000
One Life... One Smile...
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