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291 Cosbhurn Avenue, Toronto, ON M4J 2M4
Tel: 416-421-5225 - press 0 (office); press 3 (St. Vincent's De Paul) Fax: 416-421-4656

Email: holycrossto@archtoronto.org

Website: holycrossto.archtoronto.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday
9:00 am to 5:00pm

Fr. Efren Alvarez-Pelayo, Pastor
Maria Agovino, LPA Holy Cross Parish & Canadian Martyrs Parish
Joan Bolanos, Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Enrique De Leon - Custodian

Weekend Masses:
Saturday ~ 9:00 am
Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Morning Prayer:
Wednesday & Friday 8:30 am

Weekday Masses:
Wednesday & Friday 9:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday 9:30 am to 10:00 am
First Friday 6:15 pm to 6:45 pm
For any other day by appointment only
First Fridays: except July and August
Holy Hour: 6:00 pm

Mass 7:00 pm

Baptism:

By appointment and after an interview with the parents.

Marriage:
Couples planning to be married should contact the
pastor one year in advance.

Care of the Sick:

Please call the parish to request visitation of the sick
or elderly for prayers, Holy Communion, Sacrament
of the Sick.

New Parishioners:
Registration Form is available in the vestibule of the
Church, in the parish office or on the website.

Holy Cross School Phone: 416-393-5242
299A Donlands Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M4J 3R7
Principal:
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass Intentions

Wednesday, October 28
9:00am Mass
" Crisanta Sotto

Friday, October 30
9:00am Mass
¢ 18t Birthday Thanksgiving -
Audrey Jacinto
Saturday, October 31
9:00am Mass
For all Parishioners: living and
gone before us.
Sunday, November 1
9:00am Mass
% All Souls in Purgatory
11:00am Mass
% Michele Giovanni Mauro
Sanctuary Lamp
OCTOBER 27 T0 NOVEMBER 3
For all Parishioners: living and
gone before us.
Let us pray for the sick

Flordeliza Malan; Lilia Mariano;
Rosalina Jao.

NoveMBER: MONTH OF PRAYER FOR ALL

SouLS IN PURGATORY
November is dedicated
by the Church to prayer
for All Souls in
Purgatory. Beginning
this weekend, the Book
of Life will be placed in
the near the sanctuary. During this
month, the faithful are invited to
remember and pray for their departed
loved ones. All Souls Envelopes will
be available near the Book of Life
before and after all Masses throughout
November. You may write the names
of your deceased loved ones on these
envelopes. They will be included in our
parish’s general prayers for All Souls
in Purgatory. Completed envelopes
may be placed in the box provided
near the Book of Life.

“THE Love THAT HoLDS Us TOGETHER”
Exodus 22:20-26 ¢ Psalm 18 e 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ¢ Matthew 22:34—40

: B, & The Gospel today brings us to the heart of our
faith: “You shall love the Lord your God... and
your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus does not offer
a theory or a slogan — He gives us the
foundation on which every parish, every
ministry, every act of service must rest. As I
reﬂect on these past weeks, I see that love alive in Holy Cross. I have seen
it in your welcome, your reverence, your unity, and your joy. I have seen
itin the installation Mass, in the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
and in the countless ways you have stepped forward to serve. The lectors,
altar servers, choir, ushers, ministers, and parishioners — each of you
offered something beautiful to God. And then there were the
celebrations! What a wonderful expression of generosity, abundance,
and diversity. The tables were filled with food reflecting the many
cultures and traditions that enrich our parish. But what impressed me
most was not simply the abundance of food, but the abundance of
goodwill. Holy Cross clearly knows how to celebrate! And such
celebrations remind us that the table belongs to everyone. Hospitality is
not only about what we offer, but about making sure that all feel equally
welcomed, included, and valued. The food nourished our bodies; the
fellowship nourished our communion. I also want to speak a word of
gratitude that is personal. Many of you expressed congratulations in
tangible ways — through cards, gestures, and even gifts. | want you to
know that I received them with humility and sincere appreciation. It is
not something I am accustomed to, nor something I ever expect. What
sustains me as your pastor is not personal gifts, but the parish itself —
your presence, your prayer, your generosity, and the weekly offering that
keeps our community alive. Christ teaches His priests to be content with
what is placed on the table, and what is placed on the table here at Holy
Cross is enough. It is your faith, your commitment, your support of the
parish — and from that table, I am able to preach, to serve, and to walk
with you. The bishop himself noticed your spirit. He spoke with
admiration about your welcome, your reverence, your unity, and your
joy. He saw what I have already come to know: Holy Cross is a parish
with a generous heart. As we move forward, let us root ourselves again
in the commandment that holds us together: love of God and love of
neighbor. Thank you for your kindness, your trust, and your willingness
to walk into this new chapter with hope. May the generosity we
celebrate around our tables become the hospitality we practise every
day — where everyone has a place, and no one is left standing outside.

FIRST FRIDAY — NOVEMBER 6
The 9:00 a.m. Mass will be celebrated at Canadian Martyrs g
Church, followed by the customary First Friday devotions. At "‘%}’
Holy Cross Church, Holy Hour and Confessions will begin at }
6:00 p.m,, followed by Mass at 7:00 p.m. Confessions will &
be available at both churches.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
Clocks move back one hour at 2:00 a.m. on
Sunday, November 1, as standard time resumes.
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OCTOBER 25, 2026

ALL SouLs DAY MASSES
This year, on November 2, the
Conmemoration of The Faitfhul
Departed, we will have TWO MASSES, b 4
one at Canadian Martyrs at 9am,
and one at Holy Cross at 7pm. The szgg:h
collection of “All Souls” offerings will
be taken and they will be the collective intention of this

day when we remember All those who have gone
before us.

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES MASSES
The Catholic Cemeteries & Funeral
Services - Archdiocese of Toronto
invites all families to the All-Souls’ Day
Mass on Saturday, November 7, 2026,
at 2 p.m. Masses will be celebrated 2
indoors at Assumption Cemetery (Mississauga), Christ
the King Cemetery (Markham), Holy Cross Cemetery
(Thornhill), Queen of Heaven Cemetery (Woodbridge),
and Resurrection Cemetery (Whitby).

FIRST COMMUNION ORIENTATION
The third and final mandatory Orientation
Meeting for parents wishing to register their
children for First Reconciliation and First
Communion will take place on Monday,
October 26 at 7:00 p.m. in Holy Cross Parish
Hall. To receive the required Orientation
Form, please email magovino@archtoronto.org.
Attendance at an Orientation Meeting is required
before a child may be registered.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM
Our Confirmation preparation program
for students in Grade 7 and above,
including those in high school, will begin
in the new year. Families interested in
participating are invited to call the
parish office and leave their contact information.
Program details and registration information will be
provided once the schedule is finalized.

THANKSGIVING FooD DRIVE
During October, the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul is holding a Thanksgiving Food
Drive to help restock our food cupboard.
Please place donations of non-perishable =
food items in the SSVP collection bin in the church
foyer. Items most needed: Canned meat, canned
vegetables, canned fruit, and peanut butter. Thank you
for your generosity and support for those in need.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL INVITATION
Our parish is seeking two additional o
members to join the Parish Finance i b
Council. Former members are also warmly p&.& =%
encouraged to return, as continuity is a 4
great benefit to the parish. The PFC assists =
the pastor in overseeing parish finances, budgeting,
and stewardship. Members are appointed by the pastor
through nominations or self-applications. If you feel
called to serve, please contact Fr. Efren directly at
ealvarezpelayo@archtoronto.org. An interview will
follow to help determine suitability for this role.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA, formerly RCIA) will begin in
December. This process is for adults who
have not been baptized and wish to
prepare for Baptism, Confirmation and the
Eucharist, as well as baptized Christians seeking full
communion with the Catholic Church. To register by
November 16, please contact Maria Agovino, at
magovino@archtoronto.org.

SUNDAY DONATION ENVELOPES
We are now preparing the 2027 Sunday /\
Donation Envelopes. If your address or
contact information has changed, please \
notify the parish office as soon as possible so we can

update our records. Thank you for helping us keep our
parish information current and accurate.

PILGRIMAGE TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 2027
A Journey of Grace for Every Heart

February 22 - 27,2027

Under the spiritual guidance of
Fr. Efren Alvarez-Pelayo, Pastor of
Holy Cross & Canadian Martyrs
Price: CA $3,650 per person (double
occupancy)
Includes: Round-trip airfare + taxes
Deluxe coach ¢ 7 nights’ accommodation with
breakfast, lunch & dinner
All city taxes & entrance
fees ¢ Dedicated tour
escort & English-speaking
guides ¢ Daily Mass
For information and
registration: Call
R4 877-701-7729 ext. 342
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

H E RITAG E STANBURY'S PHARMACY se@?t BAK;ERY EAPE M LI BERTY
FUNERAL CENTRE &Phﬂl'ma(:hﬂice DELI « PATISSERIE « CAFE g:gyol\/kg;mg TAX
DELI . .
! 1032P A Bakery ®Del
O Gonnor P, g 416-4;3Fiis§v1e PATISSERIE « CAFE Osef ;yDaysi'\,&r;i (v)vreg[?erl]il\fe? SERVICE
W @"7 %W www.pharmachoice.com| 405 Donlands Ave. 623 Danforth Ave. Personal
Central Toronto's most 416-421-2400 416-466-5371 and
spacious funeral home. )
Family owned and operated. R ITZ Small Business
H d t :
emon.  |RESTAURANT| Remember... Year Round Service
416 423-1000 |CanadionfFilipino Dishes| | ot our advertisers know 1714 Danforth Ave
50 Overlea Blvd. g':‘z'rgg;elg%i"fcgg you saw their ad here. X '
416-421-4696 416-406-9990

..... ®@® ©Danforth
.gz Neighbourhood
.... @

Dental Centre
You have 32 teeth.
32 good reasons to stay in touch.
643 Danforth Ave.
416-466-8003 « www.dndc.ca

N SS

AUTO SERVICE

24/7 Complete Auto Care

Repairs * Maintenance
Diagnostics & More

921A Pape Ave 416-466-8782
WWW.ssrauto.ca

Call Today For Honest, Expert Service!

The Best Vietnamese
& Thai Cuisine

Specials for
Party Tray Orders!

ha
ALy

Open Monday - Sunday
11:00am - 10:00pm

hallenge
W

Vietnamese s Thai Cuisine 1025 Pape Avenue

Restaurant 44.797.3682

www.torontophochallenge.ca

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES

1 oy O
“ F ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home

905-889-7467
In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BusINEss!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

NEW STYLIST

MERY

WALK-INS ARE WELCOME

15% OFF

FIRST APPOINTMENT

CUT - COLOUR - HAIRSTYLES
WAXING - THREADING

@merybeauty
() 647-863-3132

480 Cosburn Ave. East York

Ir's
WISE .

ADVERTISE!

f

ZAITOUNI

THE PREMIUM CARE YOU DESERVE
976 Pape Ave 647-340-3000
One Life... One Smile...
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