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291 Cosbhurn Avenue, Toronto, ON M4J 2M4
Tel: 416-421-5225 - press 0 (office); press 3 (St. Vincent's De Paul) Fax: 416-421-4656

Email: holycrossto@archtoronto.org

Website: holycrossto.archtoronto.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday
9:00 am to 5:00pm

Fr. Efren Alvarez-Pelayo, Pastor
Maria Agovino, LPA Holy Cross Parish & Canadian Martyrs Parish
Joan Bolanos, Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Enrique De Leon - Custodian

Weekend Masses:
Saturday ~ 9:00 am
Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Morning Prayer:
Wednesday & Friday 8:30 am

Weekday Masses:
Wednesday & Friday 9:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday 9:30 am to 10:00 am
First Friday 6:15 pm to 6:45 pm
For any other day by appointment only
First Fridays: except July and August
Holy Hour: 6:00 pm

Mass 7:00 pm

Baptism:

By appointment and after an interview with the parents.

Marriage:
Couples planning to be married should contact the
pastor one year in advance.

Care of the Sick:

Please call the parish to request visitation of the sick
or elderly for prayers, Holy Communion, Sacrament
of the Sick.

New Parishioners:
Registration Form is available in the vestibule of the
Church, in the parish office or on the website.

Holy Cross School Phone: 416-393-5242
299A Donlands Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M4J 3R7
Principal:
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass Infenfions

Wednesday, September 16
9:00am Mass

% Silverito & Viviana Macarayan
(Tess Macarayan)

Friday, September 18
9:00am Mass

¥ Francesca Santiago Ramos
(Mila Benedicto)

Saturday, September 19
9:00am Mass
% All deceased members of

Ambrosini Family
(Incoronata Ambrosini)

¢ Wedding Anniversary of Cecil
& Wilma Maley (Wilma Maley)
¢ Elsa L. Poblete’s Birthday
(Mila Benedicto)
Sunday, September 20
9:00am Mass
% Desmond Leahy (Leahy Family)
% Ludwin Damas
(Nenita Cabahug & Family)
11:00am Mass

% Victor Lobo (D’Souza Family)

Sanciuary Lamp
SEPTEMBER 81015
For the Protection of Holy Cross
Parish as we celebrate our
Parish’s 98th Anniversary.

WAYS TO GIVE TO OUR CHURCH
We are grateful for your generosity
and support of our parish. You may
make your offertory contribution
through: Weekly offertory
envelopes, Cash donations during
Mass, Cheques payable to Holy
Cross Church, Pre-Authorized
Giving (PAG) Your support helps
sustain our mission, ministries,
outreach programs, and parish
operations. For more information,
please contact the parish office.
Thank you for your continued
generosity.
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PREPARING FOR THE FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HoLY CROSS

- | Peter’s question — “How often must I forgive?” — opens
one of the most challenging teachings in the Gospel.
Jesus answers not with a number, but with a story that
‘™ reveals the heart of God: mercy without measure. The

{ servant who was forgiven much but refused to forgive
little reminds us that the Cross is the measure of mercy
— not our emotions, not our limits. As Holy Cross
Parish gathers for the vigil of its feast, this Gospel
becomes our preparation. The Cross we celebrate tomorrow is not
only a sign of Christ’s suffering; it is the living proof of His endless
forgiveness. Every time we forgive, we lift the Cross high. Every time
we let go of resentment, we proclaim its power. Our parish’s name calls
us to live this mystery daily. The Cross above our church is not
decoration — it is invitation. It asks us to be a people who forgive as
we have been forgiven, who reconcile as we have been reconciled, and
who love as we have been loved. May this feast renew our hearts and
our parish life, so that mercy becomes our shared language and the
Cross our common strength.

BETTER LATE THAN UNOFFICIAL
After a slightly dramatic opening act involving surgery and
substitute coverage back in June and July, it is finally time
to make things official. Please join us on Sunday, October
18, at 11:00 a.m. for the official Installation Mass of Fr.

Efren as our pastor—and consider this your final
opportunity to object before we're stuck with each other for good.
Following the Mass, we will host a parish potluck in the hall. Bring a
dish to share if you can, but most importantly, bring your presence as
we finally settle into this new chapter together.
“KNOW YOUR FAITH” — A WORD OF GRATITUDE

ana, We would like to sincerely thank everyone who participated

@ in our recently concluded "Know Your Faith" program. Your
presence, enthusiasm, and active participation made the
sessions more engaging, meaningful, and enriching for everyone.
Inspired by your interest and eagerness to learn more about our faith,
we are pleased to announce the upcoming "Know Your Faith:
Scripture Study”. COME AND JOIN US as we look at the Sunday
readings through prayer and study after the Saturday 9 a.m. Mass
(9:40 - 10:45) on OCTOBER 3, 10, 24 & 31. Facilitator: Therese De
Manche. We look forward to continuing this journey of faith and
discovering God's Word together.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

All children are invited to join Children’s Liturgy of the
Word during Mass to hear and celebrate the readings at
an age-appropriate level, helping them participate more

fully in the Liturgy of the Word before returning to the
congregation for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
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SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

FIRST FRIDAY SCHEDULE UPDATE
Starting in October, the 9am mass will be
surrendered so that Canadian Martyrs can

% have a proper mass on First Friday followed
by the traditional devotions. The evening

rist rripay 6:00 p.m. Holy Hour and Confession and

Hevotions7:00 p.m. Mass will remain. This will give
us an opportunity to be one by attending the Mass that
most suits our ability to participate. Come spend time
with the Lord in prayer and quiet reflection at Holy
Cross (6pm) or at Canadian Martyrs (9am).
Confessions will be heard at both Churches. Everyone
is welcome.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS

On September 25, the feast of St. Vincent

de Paul, following Mass at 7pm, all are

invited to stay for fellowship and light

refreshments as we celebrate his spirit of
compassion and generosity. Everyone is welcome.
Also, we are having our Bundle Up Weekend of
Sept. 19/20. The St. Vincent de Paul donation truck
will be at the back of the church Sept. 19/20, from
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Donations of clothing,
footwear, bedding, drapery, towels, and new toys are
welcome. Society members will be available to assist.
Thank you for your generosity!

MUuNICIPAL & TRUSTEE ELECTIONS:

PARISH GUIDELINES
G

Municipal and Catholic School Board

Trustee elections are approaching,

and we encourage all parishioners to &\/

take part with prayerful and informed

discernment. As a registered charity, our

parish must remain non-partisan. To protect the

mission of Holy Cross and Canadian Martyrs, and to

ensure fairness to all candidates:

¢ Parish property cannot be used for campaign
activity—including speeches, presentations, or
distribution of materials by municipal candidates.

% We cannot endorse, oppose, or promote any
candidate in any election.

% Campaign signs, literature, or advertising
cannot be displayed or distributed through the
parish, including the bulletin, pulpit, or parish
grounds.

% Parish communications must remain neutral
and cannot be linked to the views of any
candidate.

These guidelines help keep our parish a place of

unity, prayer, and welcome for all. Thank you for

your cooperation and for supporting the Church’s
mission with respect and charity.

VISITING MINISTRY

-Holy Communion for the Homebound-
If any parishioners are unable to
attend Mass due to illness, limited
mobility, or are homebound, our
Visiting Ministry is here to support
you. Trained ministers are available to g
bring Holy Communion to your home, offermg
prayer, comfort, and a connection to our parish
community. If you or a loved one would like to
receive a visit, please contact the parish office (see
information on the cover page). We are honoured to
accompany you in faith.

OCIA - BECOMING CATHOLIC
We are now welcoming inquiries for this
fall's  OCIA (Order of Christian ¢
Initiation of Adults). Formerly called @ @
RCIA, the updated name reflects the
Church’s renewed focus on the order and stages of
becoming Catholic. OCIA is for adults who are:
Unbaptized and seeking the Sacraments of
Initiation or Baptized in another Christian
tradition and seeking full communion with the
Catholic Church. If you are interested, please contact
the parish office.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

FIRST RECONCILIATION/COMMUNION PROGRAM
—. Parents of children age 7 and older who are
== baptized Catholic and wish to prepare for
} First Reconciliation and First Communion
are asked to call the parish office and
leave their contact information. Children
J8%% attending Catholic or public schools are
welcome. Families will be contacted once
the required Parent Orientation is finalized.
Registration will follow the Orientation.

CONFIRMATION 2026-2027

Parents of young people in Grade 7 and

above, including high school, who are
interested in preparing for Confirmation

are invited to call the parish office and

leave their contact information. Students from
Catholic and public schools are welcome. Children
not yet baptized will need to discuss this with the
Church first. Families will be contacted when the
Parent Orientation is finalized.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422
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Dental Centre
You have 32 teeth.
32 good reasons to stay in touch.
643 Danforth Ave.
416-466-8003 « www.dndc.ca

N SS

AUTO SERVICE

24/7 Complete Auto Care

Repairs * Maintenance
Diagnostics & More

921A Pape Ave 416-466-8782
WWW.ssrauto.ca

Call Today For Honest, Expert Service!

The Best Vietnamese
& Thai Cuisine

Specials for
Party Tray Orders!

ha
ALy

Open Monday - Sunday
11:00am - 10:00pm

hallenge
W

Vietnamese s Thai Cuisine 1025 Pape Avenue

Restaurant 44.797.3682

www.torontophochallenge.ca

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES

1 oy O
“ F ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home

905-889-7467
In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BusINEss!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

NEW STYLIST

MERY

WALK-INS ARE WELCOME

15% OFF

FIRST APPOINTMENT

CUT - COLOUR - HAIRSTYLES
WAXING - THREADING

@merybeauty
() 647-863-3132

480 Cosburn Ave. East York

Ir's
WISE .

ADVERTISE!
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THE PREMIUM CARE YOU DESERVE
976 Pape Ave 647-340-3000
One Life... One Smile...
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