HOLY CROSS

291 Cosburn Avenue, Toronto, ON M4J 2M4
Tel: 416-421-5225 - press 0 (office); press 3 (St. Vincent's De Paul) Fax: 416-421-4656
Email: holycrossto@archtoronto.org Website: holycrossto.archtoronto.org

Fr. Godofredo R. Claudio, Pastor
Deacon Albert Dacanay
Joan Bolanos, Administrative Assistant

Yepaesthe way.:

57-4



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

C A ass cHritwritions

REQUESTED
Dec MASS FOR Q
BY
23 Mon
dam NO MASS Macarayan Famil
7pm Melanio & Francesca ¥ v
Macarayan +
24 Tue
9am All Parishioners
7pm Birthday Thanksgiving — ) .
Mario Bergas Agustin Family
9pm Christmas Carols
10pm Vigil Mass
25 Wed
Christmas Day All Parishioners | e
9am S (TR
All Parishioners
1lam
26 Birthday Thanksgiving — Karin Doumouras
Thurs, 9am Karin Doumouras
27
Fri, 9am Suresh Alfred + Angela Alfred
28 All Parishioners | e,
Sat, 9am Thanksgiving — Madeline Julia Geekie
Dawson
Birthday Thanksgiving — Mila | Vinda & Fe Olase
Benedicto
Severina Mamaril + Oscar Mamaril &
Family
S5pm Paul Estrela + Hortencia Estrela
29
9am Bill Doumouras + Karin Doumouras
11am Thanksgiving — Jeff Michael Alog Family

Alog

Enposition of the Blessed Sacrament

We would like to inform everyone that the
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is every
Tuesday to Friday after the 9:30 a.m. until

10:00 a.m. in the Church except on holidays.

Let ws pray for the sick

We keep in our prayers the sick, the
“forgotten

homebound, and

the

members” in our community.

If you have a loved one you would like on
our Sick list, please call or email us. We

will keep their names on our list for 4 weeks. Thank you.

Meditate on |
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Sunday Gospel Reflection

4th Sunday of Advent

Gospel: Luke 1.39-45 — The Visitation

Lessons from our Mother

Mother Mary becomes the focal point of the Gospel on this
fourth Sunday of Advent. Our Lady, shortly after discovering that
she will conceive the Son of God, goes in haste to assist her
cousin Elizabeth. After Jesus, Mary is the perfect model and
example of how to live a life of deep stewardship. Let us take
some time to reflect on this episode and glean insights on how
we can better imitate her.

Firstly, we can learn a great lesson from how Mary “went with
haste” to help Elizabeth. As stewards, we should not sit idle by
and be half-hearted in our attempts to serve our neighbour.
Whenever we see a need in our parish community, let us strive
to utilize our gifts to readily offer our help and support.

Secondly, we should try to imitate Mary in her role of bringing
Jesus to others. It wasn’t so much Mary who brought help and
comfort to Elizabeth, but rather, it was the presence of Jesus
dwelling within her. As stewards, we need to constantly remind
ourselves that it is not our own merits that bring about good and
conversion in our parish. Rather, we must realize that everything
is a result of the grace of God that is working through us. Let us
conclude with the beautiful words of St. Teresa of Calcutta who
says, “I'm a little pencil in the hand of a writing God, who is
sending a love letter to the world.”

Summary

After Jesus, Mary is the perfect model and example of how to live
a life of deep stewardship and we can learn a great deal by
reflecting on her visitation. Firstly, we should imitate Mary’s
“haste” in her visitation so that whenever we see a need in our
parish community, we can readily use our gifts to help. Secondly,
just as Mary brought the Child Jesus with her in her womb, we
too need to constantly remind ourselves that it is not our own
merits that bring about good, but Christ dwelling within us.

https://www.archtoronto.org/stewardship




DECEMBER 22, 2024

Prayer for Love
Heavenly Father, the
whole  meaning  of
Christmas can be
explained in one little
four-letter word...LOVE.
You sent your gift of
pure love to us that first
S Christmas. Love
descended from heaven to be born of a virgin. Love lay in the
scratchy hay of a manger in a meager barn in Bethlehem. All of
your love, God, was robed in the delicate skin of a baby and
wrapped in swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent helps us
to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest in
Jesus.

The greatest gift of all came that first Christmas. It wasn’t
wrapped in a beautiful package and set under a decorated tree.
The greatest gift came wrapped in the flesh of baby Jesus and
laid in the rough wood of a manger. Our perfect gift would later
be rewrapped in the scars of our sin and nailed to the rugged
wood of a cross on Calvary, all because of love.

Father, this final week of Advent, fill our hearts and minds with
the significance of that truth. Thank you, Lord, for loving us
enough to send Jesus. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen

Special Devotion Candles — Dec 17 to 24

Thanksgiving — Antonio & Mary Antonette
Quinagon
Requested by: Mila Benedicto
“To a marriage filled with happy life, love,
laughter and a sprinkle of adventure.”

In Loving Memory of Sonia Sanchez & Myrna
Arcega
Requested by: Mila ben edicto
“Your laughter, love and light will never be
forgotten.”
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We are pleased to offer two Special Devotion Candles
(Sanctuary Lamps near the Tabernacle) available to burn for
your intentions for one week. The cost is $20.00 per candle. To
book a candle, please call or email the office. Monthly offerings
will be posted on our web and
Facebook page.

Special Devotion Candles intentions for Nov & Dec are filled.
We are now accepting January 2025 intentions. Thank you for
your continued support.

The Society of St Vincent
de Paul is having a special
collection the weekend of
Dec 21/22. The proceeds
will be used to fund the
annual Christmas program for the needy in our parish. Please use
the special envelopes in the pews. Tax receipts will be issued for
amounts greater than S 20.00.

Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul

Pastor's Message
Fr. Godofredo "Freddie" Claudio

"Christmas as going

N
NS and giving"

Life is always “to go.” And God always goes with us. He is with us.
He is journeying with us. Truly Christmas is Jesus going to us. He
is among us. This is the central sign of Christmas: the humble
baby in the manger who is truly the Son of God, God with us.
God remains with us.

This was the sign foretold

by the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah
7:10-14) and indicated by
the angels to the
shepherds at Jesus’ birth
(Luke 2:8-14). All other
signs of Christmas
(lights, food, @ PR | revelry,
costumes and gifts) must

be rooted in and draw their meaning from the core Sign: the
humble person of the Son of God who emptied himself to
become one of us. Divine glory is seen in a child’s weakness;
heavenly radiance is made manifest in humility; and God'’s

justice is revealed as compassion.

Let us not forget the Christ-child. Beholding, contemplating and
adoring Jesus, who is truly God’s presence among us, let us be
transformed into signs of His coming. Christmas 2024 should be a
Christmas of solidarity and communion. But this will happen only
with serious soul-searching, review of values, reordering of
priorities, and commitment to God, neighbor, country and
creation.
We wish you all a Blessed Christmas. May God surprise us anew
with the sign of His love!
[ Dec 21, 2024. Rowan & Finley Grey
S\ }':" IJ Errey. Congratulations on this

special day. May it bring with it
love, peace and joy as vyou
celebrate this holy occasion.

Meet our 11am choir. Thank you for sharing your gift of music
with us all the time. We appreciate the effort you put into
making each performance exceptional.



Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Toronto 416-469-1111
www.birthright.org

PREGNANT?
ﬂ NEED HELP? |Re
Call Birthright

Select BAKERY
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STANBURY'S PHARMACY

PharmaChoice

1032 Pape Ave
416-423-4661
www.pharmachoice.com
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PATISSERIE -
DELI
PATISSERIE « CAFE

405 Donlands Ave.
416-421-2400

DELI - CAFE

Shopping
Locally
Saves Gas
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ADVERTISE!

LIBERTY
TAX
SERVICE

Personal
and
Small Business
Year Round Service

1714 Danforth Ave.
416-406-9990

RITZ
RESTAURANT

Canadian/Filipino Dishes
Dine-in/Take-out/Catering
310 Donlands Ave.

416-421-4696

PAPE FOODLAND

Quality Meat ®Produce
Bakery ®Deli and Organics
Open 7 Days a Week
We Deliver
623 Danforth Ave.
416-466-5371

HERITAGE
FUNERAL CENTRE
Rl Dy Chaprels

Central Toronto's most
spacious funeral home.
Family owned and operated.
Honoured to serve
your community.

416 423-1000
50 Overlea Blvd.

www.heritagefuneralcentre.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT TO Jvt\olgygumgg

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 905-624-4422

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

L1turg1ca1 Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary « Commission ¢ Car Allowance * Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES

ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467
In keeping with your Catholic faith

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish
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